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September 4, 2019

TWEF Reaction to Recent Sexual Violence in Hong Kong

We have been deeply troubled by increasing reports of sexual violence against women in
Hong Kong over the last several weeks. We are further concerned with the number of
allegations made against the Hong Kong Police regarding sexual violence.

The Women’s Foundation has been a long term advocate for increased measures to protect
individuals in Hong Kong against sexual violence and to ensure the dignity and rights of all
women and girls are fully respected. We believe any acts of sexual violence concerning any
gender are completely unacceptable and all reports should be treated seriously, and
thoroughly and appropriately investigated.

To this end we have written to the Hong Kong Police as well as the Equal Opportunities
Commission, the Women’s Commission, and the Hong Kong Government to express our
deep concerns and provide our counsel. We have urged them and other relevant authorities
to conduct thorough and independent investigations of all incidents and to take urgent
remedial action to prevent any further allegations and ensure public trust. Such measures
should include gender sensitivity and harassment training, and strengthening of Police
General Orders to incorporate enhanced requirements around gender sensitivity and the
prevention of sexual harassment.

To further support victims we have called for the introduction of a Code of Practice for the
investigation of sexual violence crimes. With the aim of increasing the confidence of sexual
violence victims and the public in the management of sexual violence crimes, the Code
should include: measures to minimise trauma experienced by sexual violence victims during
investigations; a coordinated approach to handling sexual violence cases by Hong Kong
Police, medical services and other victim support services; and achievement of best practice
through consistent, clear and accountable responses to, and investigations of, sexual
violence crimes.

We hope these actions and measures will reduce incidences of sexual violence in Hong
Kong, as well as support victims, and ensure that the safety, dignity and human rights of all
residents — particularly women and girls — are fully respected.
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